R, 


ULAR 


and 
OF TH 


- Days of June, 1784: Maintaining the important 
Bohicines of three equal Perfons in one divine Effence 
_ —Eternal.and perfonal Eleétion to Holinefs here, and 
eternal Life hereaftcr—The original Guiltand Depra- 
vit 
ftifica‘ion by the imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIST 
-alone—Efficacious Grace in Regeneration—The Per- 


t/ 


of Mankind—Particular Redemption—Free Ju- 


feyerance of the Saints to Glory. Proféffing likewife ; 


_ Water Baptifm, upon a perfonal Confeffion of Faith in 
Curistand Repentance towards Gop, according tothe 
primitive Mode and Difcipline of the Chriftian Church: 


To the feveral Churches of Curist whom they repre+ 
. fent, or have received Letfers from, meeting at Asi- 


FORD, SANDHURST, SMARDEN, and TENTERDEN, 


in Kent; BaTTLe, ROTHERFIELD, Rrz, and 
in Sussex. 


BELOVED IN ‘THE 


GRACE be yous, and Peace from Ged oir Father,’ and: from 
the Lord ei Cr Bleffed be God, -even the Father of eur 


ather Mercies, ‘and the God of all C:me 


Tefus the 
fort, w pate ai us.in all our Pog ag that we may be able : 
to them which are in any Trouble, by the wherewith 
our felves are comforted of God ! | 
We know nothing better than to ftir up your pure Minds to | 


eat Apoftle of the 


obferye the Advice of our Apoftle Paul, es grea : 
ONVERSATION BE 


Gentiles, when he faid; Onty Lit your 


* 
} 


4 
. 
$ ‘ 
4 
‘ 
‘ 
| | E L S 
> 
| D E R 
‘ 
> 
5 
~ 
$ 
| ‘ 
Hie, 
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QE COME AND SEE YOU, OR ELSE BE ABSENT, WE MAY HEAR 
OF YOUR AFFAIRS, THAT YE STAND FAST IN QNE SPIRIT, 
WITH ONe MIND, STRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FaitTH oF 
THE GosPeEL. ( i) _ We will firft thew you what the Gofpel 
is, and the Benéht we receive thereby; becaufe Love to the. 
Gofpel, and to its Author, is the true Motive to all Obedience 
rightly performed.. But perhaps forme may fay, furely we are 
mot fo ignorant a$.not to know v.hat the Gofpel is; indeed the 
- Gofpel is a common Word in the Mouth of moft People, but | 
we are fully perfuaded it is but few who know it in DiftinGion — 
from that which is not Gofpel ; and the Apoftle affirms, that 
if our Gofpel be hid, it is hid from them that are lft, in whom 
the God of this' World hath blinded the Minds of them whe 
—s beliewe net, left the Light of the glorious Gofpel of Chri/?, who 
_- 48 the Image of God, foould fine unto them (3.}. The God 
Of this World very well knows that if be can keep poor Souls 
blind to the Gofpel, they are in his Net, but if the Lord the 
Spirit caufes the Light of the Gofpel to thine unto them, the 
Snare is broken, and the Captives are delivered ;.and therefore 
» Satan's Minifters pre made by him very crafty in blending the 
' Law and the Gofpel together: Yea, they lie in wait to de- 
ceive poor Souls by transforming themfelves into Minifters of 
Chrift (4.). O thatthe Lord would make his Minifters wife to | 
diftinguith between Law and Gofpel! Some fay, the Gofpel is 


the four firft Books of the New Teftament, Matthew, Mar, 
Like, and trae the Gofpel is in them, but why 
fhtould they be called che Gofpel more than the Epiftles, for the | 
Goipel is in'them alfo?. There are fome Parts of the four firft 
Books, and of the Epiftles too, that are not the Gofpel wherein 
we ftand, and by which we are faved ; but the Reafon why the | 
four firit Books of the New Teftament are called the Gofpel is, 
beeaufe they contain the Hiftory of the Birth, Life, Death, 
Refurre&tion, Afcenfion, and Interceffion of the only begotten 
‘Son of God, which is indeed the Subftance of the blefled Gof- 
i; but you know, Brethren, that the Law is not the Gofpel:. — 
w shen, to divide Law and Gofpel in afew Word. eafy to be 


hath done, is doing, or thal” 


A. | 2 

(-) Phil.i.az. 


in 
im 
| 
underiioed,, you may, remark, that whatfloever you Can find 
written of God that you are commanded-to do, . that 
= . isnot the Gofpel by which pout Sins. are forgiven, and your 
Perfons juftified.in sighs God; butis the Law and Ordi- 
id nances of (Gud, which all they that believe fhould carefully ob- 
4 {erve, keep out of Love to him who hath’ loved. 
us; and given bimielf for us. 
Scriptures, relating. what 
4: (4.) 2 Cor. x. 


for of poor Sinners, that is the Gofpel 


we have ali wilfully rebelled againft the Lord our’God,'we 


his Glory (7.°. 


well. ordered i in ail Things, fure to all the Seed” 


bellion againft God, and in his appointed Time, called by the 


as God. 


f 


of Chrift by which. we are faved. “ow, Biethren, you ‘kuow 
that all; Men are Sinners in the firft Man, as it is written, y : 
one Difabedience many were Sinners, fp ‘Death pafrd | 
upon.all Men, for in him all have finned (5.). ~ Beloved, you fee 
that the Sin of one Man hath brought Sin, Death, udgement, 
and Condemnation upon all Men, and-not only 0, but’ ‘Sin 
hath brought blindnefs of Eyes, deafnefs of Fars, rest hardnefs 
of Heart, yea a carnal Mind | that is Enmity to God, isnot 
fubject to the Law of God, neither indeed can be (6.)}; fothen 
the Thoughts of every carnal Heart. are only Evil conunually; 


4 


a 


have done thofe ‘Things which he hath forbidden, and left un- | 
done what he hath commanded: Therefore we have no Right | 


to the leait Favour God hath to give on Account of any Thing | 
done by us oF i us, for we have all finned and come fhort of 


Beloved, if the good Lord had not, out of his 
mere Goodnefs and lov ng Kindnefs, fent his co-equal and-co- 
eternal Son to work out, and bring in an everlafting Righteouf- 
nefs, we muft have perithed in and’ for our Sins for ever and | 
ever; but bleed be his Name for that everlafting Covenant, 


wing 


You know, Brethren, we are in Chr before the 
Fiundlation of the World, and given to him; yea, made his Care 
and Charge; he freely and voluntaril engaged to become our — 
Surety, to make Satisfaction and, Reconciliation, when we 
could make none for ourfelves: Burnt offerings, and Offering for 
Sin thou wouldef? not, neither hadft Pleafure therein, which are | 

offered by the Law; then faid he, Lo! “LT come to \ao thy Will, O | 

d(g.). Now this is the fir? Branch of the glorious Gotpe, o 
on this. Account. it ig that we are preferved when in open 


ing 
va 


holy Fy to Piss the Gofpel, and by beholding therein the 
Glory. of the Lord, are changed into the fame Image from 


to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the 


WfAccording to the eternal between the F ather,’ 


on, and Spirit, in the fulne/¥ of Time God fent forth bis Son, 
made of a Woman; the Law, that he might re- 


deem them ee were under the Law (2.); the divine Son of 


God took our Nature from the Virgin, and war truly Man as’ 
Immanuel, God with us. ‘Goa ‘io 


are 


Rem. i ie 


al. IV. 4 


Fe | 
| 
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ing Jehovah our 


Our Surety | 

_ kept all the Commands for us perfectly, both inwardly and out- 
wardly, for the Law requireth of us Holinefs of Heart, as well 
as Perfection in Life,\and Chrift hath given the Law this full 
Satisfaction, for his Heart was holy, and his Life was perfeéct ; 

_ Mow this Obedience of his which he performed in his own Per- 


fon, is given and imputed to us for Righteoufnefs: In this _ 
Obedience the Lord looks on his People as perfcétly holy and © 


righteous, and without this we cannot do any Thing right in 
the Sight. of God, for he that doeth Righteoufnefs, is righteous, 
even as be is righteous (5.). It isin this Obedience alone, with- 
out any Works of ours, that our dear Redeemer will, in the laft 


Day, prefent bis Bride before bis Father, without Spot or Wrinkle, 


or any fuch Thing: unblameable and unreprovable in bis Sight \6:),; 
and this is another Branch of the Gofpel of Chrift. 


God hath pur Surity the Sins ofall bis People (7.) 
he fuftered the Pupifhment duc to his People, in their Name, 


gud in their Nature ; their original Sin, their aétual Sin, their 


Heart Sin, yea all their Sins paft, prefent, and to come; fo that 
now there is no Quarrel between God and his People, for he 
hath reconciled us to himjelf by Fefus Chrift, and hath committed unta 


us the Word of Recht (8.): We are now to inform: you, 
that be was wounded for our Tranfgreffions—be was bruifed fer 
our Iniquities—the Chajlifement ef our Pedce was upon bi 


and by bis we are healed 9.) The Word does‘ 


we fall be healed if we \ead a good Life, as though it depety 


good Works, but are bealed, that is, pardoned, atid ‘ac- 


on our 


Daa. ix, 24. Compare Rom.-4. 10. 


femeX4.). bow 


John, i>. 


the Fiefh; in him dwele all the Fulnefs of the Godhead 
bodily (3.).. As Man, he, was in a Capacity to fuffer and die | 
| _. for our sins, and as God, he was able to fave to the utmoft all 
) that come to the 3 ather by him; this is another Branch of the 
| Gofpel: This encourageth poor Sinners to come to him for 
| Life, arg near Kinfman, for the Childrz 
| Flefo and Blood, be alfo himfelf took Part of the 
; this encourageth us to truft in him! for, 
) God, none can pluck us out of his Hand ! | 
| 
Tere y 
cepted in the Sightiof God; ‘tis not be but de hath loved | 
mes himjelf for us be hath made an End Sin,— | 
finifoed | econciliation for Iniguity—and by ought 
4 ighteoufne/s (2.). ; fo. then, Beloved, you may 
y fee in the Gofpel, Law and Juftice fully fatisfied for all 


4 


or ever fhall! do Know: for your 
Comfort; Brethren, "that Chrift has not only engaged: to. be our 
Saviour, become Incarnate, fulfilled the 


He rofe ain Friends) 9 hin: n-Chritt 


heeds died,.and rofe again, he did it not asa fingle Perfon, 
but as the Head and Surety of his People; hence te Apottle 


fays we are crucified with him—dead with him—raifed up to 
ther with him—afcended ‘and. fet dowm in heavenly Places in 


him. So then, a-Part of the Elec is in-Heaven already in their 


Head. The Children’ being Partakers of and Bloods, be alfe 


Redeemer is n preparing Places in for 


y be with him. my Father’s Houfe, fays he, 
anfions ; if it were not fo, 1 would have told you: I go 


te propers a Place for you, and I will come again, and réveive you 


ME He liveth to make for or plead in our 
Belialf (5.); but what does he plead ? Does he plead‘any Good- 


nefs in us, orjany good Thing done by us? No'furely, We 
are entirely unworthy of the leaft of God’s Favours. You 
know, Brethren, when the High: Prieft: went into the Holieft 


having, by one Offering of himfelf, for ever perfected a who 
are fanctified, and is now entered by his own Blood into the 
Holieft of all, |into Heaven itfelf, there to appear in the Piefence 
of God for us. Now with what fhould he make Interceffion, 


Chrift’s Interceffion appears to be fomewhat like this hen 


; 


— 


| 


once a /Yéar, he never went in-without Blood, to offer for his 
- own Sin,: and! for the Sins of the People; but. our High’ Prieft 


but that with which: he entered in, that is, his own Blood? 


a Sinner is convinced, by the Lord, the Spirit, of his undone | 
Condition, ‘original and actual Sin, and is made fenfible that | 
none but Chrift can fave him, and is enabled to cry, Lord, fave, | 
for Chrift’s Sake; this* Man will plead Chrift alone without 
any Works his, for Chrift is able to fave to the utmoft all — 

_ them that-come to God by him, feeing he ever liveth to make © 
Interceffion for them, as much as, if Chrift thould fay: Fa- 
ther, here is a poor Sinner begging Forgivenefs for my Sake, __ 
‘¢ J have fuffered for his Sins, poured out my own Blood forhis 
Reconciliation, wrought out, in an 


ow 


VI. Our great 
us, that we 
€3-) Heb. ii. 14. (4+) John xiv.) (5-) Heb. vi. 25. 


Bh Righteoufnefs for him; Father, forgive him; for my Sake.” 


The Anfwer is, '** My :Son-hath magnified.the Law, and made 


© it honourable in his Righteoufnefs, I am well pleafed.that the 
“* Sinner fhould be accepted in Chrift, though his Sins have 
‘** been ever fo nmerous, and, as a Token of my Love, i will © 


ec give him the Knowledge of Salvation by the forgivenets of 
*¢ Sins.” Thus Chrift intercedes for all the :Favours his Bride 


wants in Time,or Eternity; hence the Apoftle writes to the 


Children of God, not to fin, but if any of them do fin, for 
their Encouragement not to defpair of God’s Mercy in Chrift, 
he fays, we 


neither thal] any pluck them out ‘of his Hand, for 


_ VUI.. He will: come again) the fecond Time without Sin unto 


Salvation, and raife their dead Bodies, out of their Graves according — 
to. bis Word: Matvel not at this, for the Hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the Graves fhall hear his Voice, and fhall — 
come forth; then will he fay to his own People, Come ye biefled 

vb Ki red for you before the — 
_ Foundation of the World : He will fet them on the right Hand 


of my Father, -inherit the Kingdom p 


of God, from whence flow Pleafures for evermore (7.). 


| 
| 
| 


 .Thefe Things, we apprehend, are the Sum and Subftance of | 
the glorious Gofpel of Chrift, who is the Image 
fome may fay, how fhall I know whether I am of that blefied — 
Number that thal] inherit the Kingdom of God? We anfwer, 


if the holy Spirit, the third Perfon in the Godhead, hath con- 


-vinced thee of thy joft State by original and a€tua] and thy 
utter Inability to do any Thing toward thy Salvation, : 
_ thee willing to part with thy ewn Doings in point of Accept-— 
. ance with God | 
with the Gofpel, to receive the Truth in the Love of it, and to 
fay, O that I may be found in him, not having on.my own 


nd made 


» and hath given thee Faith to clofe in heartily 


Righteoufnefs which is of the Law, but that whichis by Chrift, 
the Righteoufnefs which is of God by Faith (8.)) If this is thy 


happy State, all is thine, thou art pafled from Death unto Life, 
and thalt never ¢ome into Condemnation; whether thou haft — 
been a moral, upright Man, or a prophane, filthy: Creature, | 


there is no Diffetence, for ai! have finned and come fhort of 


_ the Glory of God; but we are juftified freely by his Grace 


| an Advocate with the Father, Fefus Chrift, the 
Righteous he gives them eternal Life, and they thall 
never periih, | 

_ they are kept by the Power of God, through Faith unto Salva- 


| 
| | 

| | 
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the that is, in Chrit efus, . The Lord 
| _ given a free Invitation in the Gofpel to | heavy laden Sin- 
| eth, come ye to the Waters, 

5 come Je, and tat, yea CONG». buy 
oney, and wi Price-——Come 


unto més 


out All Manner o 


the Father 
cometh to me will in no wife coft 


foall be forgiven 


Sing 
and be that believes foall be faved, yet Faith. is 
but an Evidence of Things not feen Faith é is. the 
of God (9 Brethren, have nothing to do to-« 


| attif cation in the Sight of aay nor toward. the 
Pardon of only let your Conver fation be as becometh the 


and faft im om 


ia to one Mind, to promote the. and of the 
l, and of one gnother, froma Spirit of Love to-him who bath 
ed, us,.and given himfelf for us, and not only contend,, but 
fps frrive together for the Faith once delivered tothe rape 
Te. becomes the Gofpel,:that we ; ix af be terrified by our 
all. Manner of Evil “us 
them. aps 0 erdition, 
ceeding d, for aven, for. it. 
gtuen Bebaif of Chrift, that we foould not 


belieweon but alfo. fuffer for bis Sake It becomes 


_ the:Gofpel, for the People. that believe it, to: be very careful, to 
- maintain. Works out of Love to God; they. fhould a 
- found in al} the Ordinances.of his Houfe, and abftain from fleth 
Pleafures which war againf,the Soul, they fhould be fober, ; 
do all Things that are right in the Sigh 

you will fay, how thall,we /earn this I fon? The Grace of God 
righteoufly, and godly in this. 
‘Faith. in the Son of God, is. the that over 
the, World, even.our Faith (3.).. Would yo ye more of the 
Image and Spirit of Chrift r Souls? O then behold 
Glory, of: the Lord. Jefus, in the Glafs of the Gofpel : Behol 


him in his Godhead and, Manhood, able to fave to the urmoft 


| 


t of peradventure 


} 1 
| 


> 
abjent, we may. 
p rit ith 
4 
f 
} 
| : 


‘and if thou haft'a Defité to ‘be: faved by him, thod 
ply ‘that’ Sin} for fuch ‘are ‘hakdened; and: to 
feriew ther’ avidin Repentatice’ is “Behold. him 

perfectly the’ ‘righteous Law -of God for: thee, that | 
have’ Wedding ftand before God 
without’ Spot or “Wrinkle, of any Thingi! Behold 

| 


thi 


him in, hid Manhood ‘fappérred by “his Godhead, bearing thy 
Sins, and the Wrath of* due co" thee for. them See how 
THE was crowned with Thorns, fpitted on, nailed to the Crofs,— 
with a Bpeat, pouring out his Heart’s Blood, yea 
is Soul was made an Offering for: thy Sins, -by which: 
for ¢ver celiveted from the Wrath oF God! Behold himevifing 
from the Dead ‘for thee! Biciled are they ‘that have Part im the | 
Refurreétion ! “On'them the fecond Death hath no: Power! | 
“behold his glorious Afcenfion) and blefied Interceflion now at 
Goud! By thus beholding the Lord, youmay 
triumph, and‘ fay, O Death? where thy Sting? QO Gravel 
where is thy Fi ? The Sting’ of Death Sin, andthe 
Strength of Sin: isthe Law ; but T be God who giveth 
ory ‘through “our Lord ‘Fefus’ Chrift. | Brloved, the 


us the Viftery 
shore the Spirit enables you to behold the: Giory of the Lord in 
this Glafs, the more you will léve‘himyahd be like him, for 
with open Face behoiding as in a Glafs the Glory of 
Lord, are changed into the fame “Image, from. Glory to: 
even as by the Spirit of the -Lord.**Vhe People of God do not 
neglect their Dutics’ fo fadly'as they: do, becaufe they do nor 
know them, but'becatife they (ve them‘ inthe Spirit and Glafs 
of the Law, therefore they canriot ‘Jove: them but when they, 
fee them in the Spirit of the Gofpel, they-delight in them after 
the inner Man, ”* Duties ‘are to be taught, ibaa the People may 
 Feceive the Lavy from the Hand of ‘the: 'Prie ft, for we are not 
to Goold, ut cre tinder’ the Law’ Chrift, ‘but 
the’Spirit of Bondage: is regarded of God, 
‘Dever forget the Work'of ‘Faith, and the: Labour of 
Faith purifes*the Heart, and works by Love; andthe 
Life of Chriffian if 4 L'fe of Faith on the Son of O 
our Brethten,) may the Lord make-us’ ftrong in Fath, giving 
Glory to’ his Name’! Pray for us, the Minifters of the ‘Gofpel,, 
we m y be delivered from a Spiritof Bondage, for, till then, 
i we may preach Duties till our ‘Tongues cleave 
oof of’ oar Mouth. ‘and your’ Souls di- 
and Works will be done to' the Glory of God, 
make uf what thou wouldft Wave us’to-be,! and teach us: 
thou’ woyldit have us to kiiow, tor'the Sake’ 
WILLIAM. VIDLER, 
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Minifters and Meflengers 


Staee began 
_and Brother Sc 


1784, at Three o’Clock in the Afternoon... Brod 
n Prayer—and fellowed by Brother 


Preliminaries of the Affociation were read—As were alfo the 


Letters from the feverat Churches. We were.happy to obferve 


_ that the Work of 
were-all favoured 
at Smarden, from 


| queiting to join 
proved, and they 


Public Worthi 
Brother Middleto 
_«cah, vii. 14. Feed 


God is reviving in fome of them ; and that the 


the Aflociation, which was unanimoufly ap- 
were accordingly paoderator 
» began at Seven o’Clock in the Evening—— 
prayed.—Brother Baldock preached from Mi- 
thy People—And concluded in Prayer, | 


Met on Wednefday “Morning at Six Clock.—sBrother Cook 


prayed,—Brother 
Circular Letter, 


_ was approved of and ordered to be printed, 
Church at Smarden 


Booker alfo prayed, and was defired to read the 
hich he had been deputed to-drawp—which 
— The Cafe of the 
was confidered, and Brother Purdy was de- 


fired to draw up a Letter of Advice to them, and to inform 
them, that the Minifters and Meflengers would recommend it 
to their feveral Churches, to affift them with the Ufe of their 
Elders in proper Turn for the Space of Three Alonths,—The 
Moderator concluded in Prayer. 
Public Worfhip began at Ten o’Clock.——Brother Lizyd 
prayed———Brother Rufell preached from 1 Cor. Xvi. 335 14. 


Watch ye, fland , 


in the Faith, quit you like Men, be fromg. 


Let all your Things be done with Charity-——Brother Purdy 
prayed._—_Brother Booker preached fiom Gal. iii, 10. For as 
many as are of the Works of the Law are under .the Curfe; 


For it is written, 


curfed is every one that. continueth not in all 


| Things which are written in the Book of the Law to do them.— 


the Praifes God in fuitable Hymns.——- Brother Vidler 


concluded in Prayer. | 


Met again at F 
Stace, jun. prayed.——Brother Purdy read the Letter of Advice 


te the Church at 


| 


ive o'Clock, to conclude Bufinefs.—Rrother 
ned. 
by 


Smariden, which. was approved of, and fig 


e279 
T 0 | | 


Brother Vidler was chofen Moderatas—T he 


with the Means of Gtacé; except the Chyrch | 
| whom a Letter was prefented, craving Advice 
and Affiftance.——A Letter from the Church: at. Mill-Buoy, 
Folkftone, was prefented by their Minifter, Brother Attwood, 
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THORIT 
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Explained and Enforced, 


IRCULAR LET 
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Maintaining the im yortant Doctrines of Three equal Perfons if 
the Godhead; eternal and perfonal EleGtion ;. original Sin; particular 
| Redemption; free Juftification by the Imputation of Chrift’s Righteouf- 
- nefs; efficacious Grace in Regeneration ; the final Perfeverance of the | 
_ Saints, and the Independency or Congregational Order of the Churches 


"of Chrift inviolably. 
| ‘To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters from, : 
at Codnor, Sutton-Athficld, Nottingham,’ Sheepthead, — 


 Leiceiter, Satton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, Foxton, Clipfton, Oak- 
ham, . Spalding, Soham, Kettering, Walgrave; Guiliborough,® 

«Northampton, Road, Olney, and St. Alban’s; alfo many other | 
=, |. in the Affociation, who, notwithitanding, 
countenance it by the Attendance of their Miniflers; and many of 


Dear Brethren? 


P-PAHROUGH the goodnefs of God, we met together at the time and 


a place appointed ; and have the felicity of being oe to add, that 
we. met in love, received pleafure and profit from our interview, and 
‘ “parted in peace. A! moderator being chofen, one of the brethren in- 
‘troduced the affociation with prayer. ‘The letters from the chatches were 

then read, The contents, as ufual, were various; but, on the whole, 
q. were judged to be more encouraging, than for feveral years back. Some - 
r -indeed brought complaints of deadnels in the church, ‘and want of con- 
3 _ Verfion in the congregation. May the Lord revive and build up thofe 
parts of Zion! Others contained intelligence of a more pleafing kind ; 

a meafure of profperity being evidently enjoyed in feveral places. » May 

the Lord make thankful, and keep humble! The monthly meetings of 


bis 


Pix: 


_ prayer, for the general fpread of the gofpel, appear to be kept op with 
degree of ‘This, we hope, will yet be the cafe. 


For an.atcount of fee our létter fothe. year 1784. _Apd brother 
— en ature atid Importance of waiking by Faith.” Sold by = 


tuied, * The 
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